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Message of

The Church is essentially evangelistic: it has an evangel, a
message of glad tidings. There are many ways and words useful in
describing this message, for it is a message of unbelievable breadth.
One word, perhaps, best describes what the Church has to say. That
word is wholeness.

God created man whole. But since the Fall, he and his world
have been broken into and endless number of fragments. Broken minds
fill our mental institutions. Broken bodies fill our hospitals. Broken
marriages are listed matter-of-factly in our newspapers. Even the
Christian Church itself, with its many denominational divisions, reveals
the splintering effect of the Fall.

God's goal in the world is completeness, soundness, health,
and perfection. Through Christ wholeness is now possible-wholeness
in body, and spirit; wholeness in history, society, and the Church.

The message of the Church is the message of its Lord. To the impotent
man at the pool of Bethesda He said, "Wilt thou be made whole?" The
pitiable response of the sick man typifies the sigh of lost man in today's
fragmented world: "Sir, [ have no man" (John 5:6,7). It is the privilege
of'the Church to become that man, to bring about wholeness and healing
to an impotent world.

Wholeness is the message the Church offers to the world. The
gospel is only a "full" gospel if it is concerned with the whole nature of
man.

The Pentecostal movement has customarily summarized its
leading doctrinal emphases in four well-known points: salvation, divine
healing, the baptism in the Holy Spirit, and the second Coming. Each of
these four designates an area in which wholeness is vitally needed.

What exactly is wholeness? More familiar is the word whole. The state
or condition of being whole is called wholeness. Here is a definition of
whole taken from an unabridged dictionary: "being uninjured or
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the Church

without signs of injury; of a wound, healed: more widely, sound and
healthy or restored to soundness and health, as of body, mind or soul; in
perfect condition physically and mentally; not broken or defective;
undamaged, intact; containing all its constituent parts." God gave His
Son to secure precisely this state in man.

The word whole has some surprising relatives in the English
language. It comes from the very same root word as the word holy. In
fact, it is true to say that holiness is wholeness. Heal and health both
describe wholeness, usually (though not exclusively) physical. Hallow
(as in the Lord's prayer, "Hallowed be thy name") means to reckon holy,
whole, entire, the name of God. Holiday was originally a holy day. A
halibut got its name form a "holy fish" - holy because it was to be eaten
when other meats were forbidden by some parts of the Early Church.
Halloween, curiously, is a corruption of "hallowed evening," the
evening before the day celebrated as All Saints Day.

Biblical words for wholeness emphasize health, prosperity,

and deliverance, in addition to separation from what is unwhole and
consecration to Him who is perfect in wholeness.
Salvation is the personal reception of wholeness in soul. By being
"saved" we mean that we have placed ourselves in the steam of God's
healing grace and mercy. We invite Him to make us whole in soul. We
become healed of man's greatest and most disastrous disease- sin. Ina
moment, by one touch of the Healer's hand, we become whole. We
become, through Christ, righteous in God's eyes. This does not mean
that immediately every problem is solved. But it does mean that we are
declared whole and that we are now attended by the divine Physician of
Souls-Jesus Christ.

Russell P. Spittler

(Source: "The Church" Written by Russell P. Spittler, Published in 1977
by Gospel Publishing House, Springfield, Missouri)
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