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The Servant of the Lord

When Scottish evangelist James Stewart was just a teenager,
he was offered a golden opportunity to get his messages out around
the world. Columbia Recording Company had already discovered a
"boy gospel singer" and they were beginning to widely distribute his
gospel music. Now, they wanted Stewart to record his messages and
be Columbia's "Boy Preacher." He would preach and Columbia
would get the message out to the nations. Just think of how many
people could be reached! Just think of the income that could be
generated! But Stewart's mother feared he wanted to accept the offer
for his own glory, and then the Lord dealt with him clearly.

Stewart came to a shocking conclusion: Satan was trying to
make him into a professional evangelist. That's right, a professional
evangelist-the contemporary American norm! How interesting it is to
see that, What many preachers would jump at today as a godsend,
this young preacher recognized as a satanic trap. But for Stewart,
God was killing ambition and the desire to be popular or make money
through the Word. The Lord was preparing him for a true
outpouring!

And so, shortly before World War II, when Stewart was
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Is not an Entertainer
By Michael L. Brown
barely 20 years old, he saw revival break out in Eastern Europe. He

became deeply sensitive to the difference between modern, hyped-up
meetings and true visitation, really putting his finger on the problem
in his little book on "Hollywood Evangelism"

Speaking of our entertainment-oriented Christianity, he wrote: "The
atmosphere of these meetings is so much like Hollywood that one
might almost expect some comedian or film star to rush on the
platform." (Today, we do have comedians and film stars rushing to the
platform; they really draw the masses.) For Stewart, this was a no-
compromise area: " I reuse to entertain sinners on their way to hell....I
want to preach every time as though it were my last chance. I do not
want souls to curse my name in the lake of fire and say, Yes I Went to
such-and-such a Gospel meeting, but that preacher Stewart only
entertained and joked. He made Christianity a farce!"

Entertainment has nothing to do with evangelism,
amusement has nothing to do with anointing, and reputation has
nothing to do with revival. (Taken from 'From Holy Laughter
to Holy Fire' By Michael L. Brown' Published by ICN Ministries,
Pensacola, We recommend it as a must to read Book)
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