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Martin Luther’

To Albert, Archbishop and Elector of Mayence: (The Wartburg)
December1, 1521

My humble servant to your Electoral Grace, my honorable and
gracious Lord. Your Grace doubtless remembers vividly that I have
written you twice before, the first time at the beginning of the indulgence
fraud protected by your Grace's name. In that letter I faithfully warned
your Grace and from Christian love set myself against those deceitful,
seducing, greedy preachers thereof, and against their heretical, infidel
books. Had Inot preferred to act with moderation I might have driven the
whole storm on your Grace as the one who aided and abetted the traders,
and I might have written expressly against their heretical books, but
instead I spared your Grace and the house of Brandenburg, thinking that
your Grace might have acted through ignorance, led astray by false
whisperers, so I only attacked them, and with how much trouble and
danger as your Grace knows.

But as this my true admonition was mocked by Grace, obtaining
ingratitude instead of thanks, I wrote you a second time humbly asking
for information. To this I got a hard, improper unepiscopal, unchristian
answer, referring me to higher powers for information. As these two
letter did no good, I am now sending your Grace third warning according
to the Gospel, this time in German, hoping that such admonition and
prayer, which ought to be superfluous and unnecessary, may help.

Your Grace has again erected at Halle that idol which robs poor
simple Christians of their money and their souls. You have thus shown
that the criminal blunder for which Tetzel was blamed was not due to him
alone, but also to the Archbishop of Mayence, who not regarding my
gentleness to him, insists on taking all the blame on himself. Perhaps
your Grace thinks I am no more to be reckoned with, but am looking out
for my own safety, and that his Imperial majesty has extinguished the
poor monk. On the contrary, I wish you Your Grace to know that I will do
what Christian love demands without fearing the gates of hell, much less
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unlearned popes, bishops, and cardinals.............

I humbly pray your Grace, therefore, to leave poor people
undeceived and unrobbed, and show yourself a bishop rather than a wolf.
It has been made clear enough that indulgences are only knavery and
fraud, and that only Christ should be preached to the people, so that your
Grace has not the excuse of ignorance. Your Grace will please remember
the beginning, and what a terrible fire was kindled from a little despised
spark, and how all the world was surely of the opinion that a single poor
beggar was immeasurable too weak for the pope, and was undertaking an
impossible task. But God willed to give the pope and his followers more
than enough to do, and to play a game contrary to the expectation of the
world, and in spite of it, so that the Pope will hardly recover, growing
daily worse, and one may see God's hand therein. Let no one doubt that
the same God yet lives and knows how to withstand a cardinal of
Mayence even if four emperors would support him.......

Wherefore I write to tell your Grace that if the idol is not taken
down, my duty to godly doctrine and Christian salvation will absolutely
force me to attack your Grace Publically as I did the Pope, and oppose
your undertaking, and lay all the odiums which Tetzel one had, on the
Archbishop of Mayence, and show all the world the difference between a
bishopandawolf............

Moreover, I beg your Grace to leave in peace the priests who, to
avoid unchastity, have betaken themselves to marriage. Do not deprive
them of their God-given rights. Your Grace has no authority, reason not
right to persecute them, and arbitrary crime does not become a bishop......
I beg and expect a right speedy answer from your Grace within the next
fortnight, for at the expiration of that time my pamphlet against the Idol of
Halle will be published unless a proper answer comes.......God give your
Grace His grace unto a right mind and will.

Your Grace's obedient, humble servant,
Martin Luther
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